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INTERNATIONAL “MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST. 


THE UNITED ST TES OF AMERICA, st al. 


RAKI, SADAO, 2t al. 


I, Eiguma IStiIDA, 
following is true: 


I reside at K.GCSHIVA-S'I 
MATSU‘OTO, KATA. 


I began my militar, sci rice in 1912, I gradunted from the 
Army War. College in 1926, At the outbrerk of World War II, I as 
Major-Genernl wes in command of transnortation in INDO-CHINA on 
the HANOI - SATGON Railway. After the outbreak of the war I went 
to BANGKOK and was in command of tno 3rd Field Pailrood HQ, trans 
porsing suppliss to the railrond of THAILAND, VALAYA and FRENCH 
INDO-CHINA. In carly .ugust of 1943 1 reecived the order to 
command the 2nd Failvay Devarvmon’ ana 4th Special Reilway Con- 
struction Command from th: War “lunistor in TOKYO. At the time 
IT rocoived the order, I wis 2t KUAL\ LU PUR 400 kilomctras north 
of SINGAPORE. I vent to the Heodouarters of the railroad at a 
places enalled KANCUANIBURI, about 100 kilomcters north of BAMPONG; 
about the middle of .vgust, 1943, where I remained until the 4th 
of Senteamber 1943 when I went to KONXUITA to personally command 
the construction. Th: orders from the War Ministry put me in 
command of thes denirtments; namely; the 2nd Railway Department; 
the 4th Svecinl Mriivay Construction Command for the construction 
of the BURMA-THAlI ND Railwny and the 3rd ficid Railway HQ. I 
ving told the length of the railroad was 415 kilometers and upon 
completion it wis usod fc. the transportation of supplies to the 
Javanese troops in BURA. 


The nrisoners of wir employed were nainly British, 
Australian 2nd Dutvh, tn July, 1°43, before I became commander 
of this railway, Lisut-seneral ‘TAKAMATSU and Colonel KaTO visited 
the construcvion ‘ork while Twas in commane, Lieut General 
NAKAMURA, Aketo, who was the commander at BANGKOK, was in commano 
of the Supply Devot for the sipoly of food ete. provided to the 
prisoners, The BURMA-THAILi7 railroad was constructed principal 
ly by the labor of vrisoners of war and coolies. The railroad 
was completed on the 17th of October, 1943. The direct and chief 
eause for the sveody eonstruction of the BURMA-THATLAND railroad 
was principally 4 tactienlL operation, The fact remains that ther 
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wns a necessity for land transportation boticen BURA and 
THATLAND 15 no such routs existed, The necessity for its con- 
structions oat th: time ind for the haste in its construction was 
enused by the cifficulty of trans»ortxtion by waiter duc to 
attacks of Janonese shinning by submarines ond from tho air, a6 
nN result of the fact that Japanss2 troons in BURA were starving 
and the completion of the ratiironrd meant thit they would 

receive sunvlics from STNGAPCKE and BANGKOK. 


After the construction w 3 commloeted T was still in charg 
of the transnort ntion over the BUR) ‘A-THATLAND Railroad and there 
wore still 2 small nunber of vrisoncrs of “Pr kent emoloyed for 
tho maintenanes of vor’xs in connecticn with transportation. I 
was contimiousiv at th> scone cf construction from S:ptember 5th 
until Octomer 27, 1943, ond T knew that the sick 1nd d2ath rate 
amongst the nvrisoners was vory nigh, thon T arrived at 
KANCHANABURT, the scone cf th econstructicn of the railroad, in 
August, I rec civerd reports from various of Sievers under my come 
rand and I l:arn:. of the frict that prisotcrs and workers in the 
1.,ilroad vor? dying °s 2 result of vory Severe conditions. I 
worked for the botterven: of conditions, Or ny inspection trip 
to tho hosvitil, I saw init a numbor of prisoners were sick, 
When T was in KUAL\ LU'PUR in the middl> cf 1944 I heard that th 
South Army hid reccived complaints froin. che British and Dutch 
Governments concerning *he troniront of prisoners of war employe 
on the BUNIA-THATIAiD Aatlroad. Tne authorizetion for the 
employment of prisonors of war on the BUHMA-THAILAND Railroad 
must hive come from the Gonerit Stiff in TOKYO. I romained in 
charge of the supervision of tac BURMA. THALLIND Ratlway, which 
was under the command of the hth Snceial kailvay Construction 
HO until “ay 1945. 


Sworn to and subserib:d bofors ma 
at CHANGT GAOL, STNGAPOLS, Biguma ISHIDA. 
this day 9th of Novembor 1946. 

/s/ KS. Kalsi 1! 


T, MIZUTA. 3 higotcesAd 3 sartify thot I am fully conversint 
with the Jan nese and ingii: “aneguares and that I truly «nd 
correctly transiated from Enzglish tc Jananese and from Janonesc 
into Tnglish the onth odminisvored to Eigum ISHIDA, the nature 
ond purpose of which oath was fuily undor3tood by the said 


offiant. 


Mizuta, Shigetoshi (signed) 
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